
 
 

  PARENT DEVOTION 
 STEP UP | WEEK 1  

(UN)BLIND FAITH 
  
But the officer said, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come into my home. Just say the word from 
where you are, and my servant will be healed.” – Matthew 8:8 
 
THE FAITH OF A ROMAN OFFICER 
 
READ MATTHEW 8:5-13 

Blind faith can get people in a lot of trouble. It’s a dangerous game to believe without understanding. 
The world is full of examples of people putting their trust in a leader only to be bitterly disappointed 
when that leader cannot follow through on the promises they make. If you have blind faith in the 
weather report, you may be unprepared for a sudden storm or heat wave that no one saw coming. 
  
The faith of a Roman officer was not blind faith, though. He was a person of authority; he was a 
centurion, which meant he would have been in charge of as many as one hundred soldiers. So, when he 
heard about Jesus, he asked him to heal his young servant with expectation and understanding. He 
knew Jesus had the power and authority to do this. And Jesus was impressed: “I tell you the truth, I 
haven’t seen faith like this in all Israel!” (Matthew 8:10b) 
  
When we choose to put our faith and trust in God, we are not blindly trusting some unknown force. We 
know who God is from the Bible and from the life of Jesus. We know he is good, kind, and powerful. And 
he keeps his promises. Just like the Roman officer, we can be sure that his word is power, and he will 
do what he says! 

 
 
QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT 
 
1. How would you explain the difference between faith and blind faith? Try to think of some examples 

of each, maybe from your own life. 
2. Why do you think Jesus was so impressed with the faith of the Roman officer? 
3. In what areas of your life will you trust God with complete faith? Where do you most need to 

remember that he will keep his promises? Spend a few minutes praying about those areas. 


