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I’M LISTENING! 
  
And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant 
is listening.”– 1 Samuel 3:10 
 
GOD SPEAKS TO SAMUEL 
 
READ 1 SAMUEL 3 

Listening can be hard work! If you Google, “What makes a good listener?” the results are overwhelming: 
13 qualities of an exceptional listener here, 20 steps to becoming a better listener there. Counselors 
and psychologists will tell you they are often exhausted at the end of the day, even though their jobs do 
not require much physical exertion. When you listen, really listen, it takes a lot of effort.   
 
Samuel was a young boy learning to follow God and serve in the temple. He heard a voice calling him 
one night and Eli realized it was God’s. He instructed Samuel to answer by saying, “Speak, your servant 
is listening.” From that time forward, God spoke to him and told him what to say to the Israelites. 
Samuel became a prophet, God’s messenger.  
 
How much of our time in prayer do we spend talking? There’s nothing wrong with that, but it’s easy to 
get in the habit of doing ALL of the talking. God definitely wants to hear what’s on our hearts and minds, 
but he also wants to talk to us. And remember, we’ll only be able to hear him if we stop talking every 
once in a while and simply listen. It can be a hard practice to develop, but so worth it!  

 
 
QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT 
 
1. How do you know when God is speaking to you? How do you distinguish his voice from others? 
2. Think about someone you know who is a really good listener. What qualities make them that way? 

Can you adopt some of those qualities when listening to God? 
3. God speaks to us in many ways, through his Word, the Holy Spirit, his creation, music, etc. Which of 

these ways is the easiest way for you to hear God speak? Are you actively making that practice a 
part of your prayer life?  


