
WEEK 3: THE APOSTLES AND THE HIGH 

COUNCIL, FAITHFULNESS 

 

Then they brought the apostles before the high council, where the high priest confronted 

them. “We gave you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said … But 

Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. (Acts 

5:27-29) 

                                                                                                                               

Acts 5                                                                                                                                        

Have you ever been in a situation where you had to defend yourself or someone you 

love? To some people, that comes easy, and to others it can be really hard to speak 

up. This story of the apostles at the High Council shows us the importance of 

speaking up, even when it’s tough. The apostles didn’t want to start a fight, they 

just wanted to obey God and tell other people about him. That’s the key to 

faithfulness: doing what God wants us to do and sticking up for him even when it’s 

tough. 

The Fruit of the Spirit of faithfulness isn’t always something that comes easy – it 

takes practice and repetition for it to become second na ture. The first time you’re 

asked to stand up for your faith likely will have its challenges, but the more you do 

it, the more you’ll see the fruit  that comes from faithfulness. When we stand up for 

what we believe in, we are telling other people who we are: followers of Christ. We 

are giving other people a chance to know him through our actions.  

 

The more we exemplify the Fruit of the Spirit and make the choice to live them out 

in our lives, the more we become like Christ. Look at the apostles – instead of 

coming to the High Council with a bad attitude and spirit of violence, they came 

calmly prepared to share what Christ had told them. When we approach life like 

that – always prepared to give the truth in love – we are living out faithfulness to 

Christ. 

 

Questions to think about: 

1. Have you ever had to stand up to or for someone? What happened after?  

2. Is it hard for you to defend your beliefs or opinions without getting angry? 

3. With whom or in what area of your life might you feel challenged to stand up for what 

you believe in gently and lovingly?  
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